CHAPTER VH
COMMERCE, COINAGE AND
TRANSPORT
in the economic set up of Rayalaseema, a large
number of people had settled in rural areas. Although village
was largely self-sufficient, a wide and receptive market
existed for agricultural and non-agricultural products. It may
be pointd out that commercial activities in Rayalaseema
underwent a change during the Vijayanagara period and the
change was due to the development of the money economy,
the production of cash crops like cotton, sugarcane, indigo
on a large scale and the advent of Europeans on the west
and east coast of the Vijayanagara Empire. Alt these
facilitated the growth of wide markets.
In addtion to this, local markets furnished the main
opportunity for exchange of products between peasants and
merchants, Both epigraphical and literary sources support
this fad The active commercial transactions had contributed
to the flow of cash money into the villages of Rayafaseema
as proved by the inscriptions. From this it appears that the
producing classes like Reddles, Kamnias, Sates, Thogatas,